Palestinian-Egyptian Relations 

Summary

This study will try to focus on the Palestinian-Egyptian relations during the last seven decades and will highlight the principles and basis of these relations, especially since the beginning of the Zionist project in Palestine. 

The difficulty in studying these relations does not only stem from the length of the period of study, but also from the attitude changes and stands of the various Egyptian governments which were affected by the different ideological doctrines between conservatism and radicalism. This is in addition to the interrelation between the different Islamic, Nationalistic, and Egyptian Patriotism trends. 

However, some elements in the official and public Egyptian acknowledgement of the attitude to the Zionist Project have not largely changed. This is why it seems that the era we are currently dealing with connects between Egypt's internal interests and its foreign policy; this is especially applicable to its foreign policy in regards to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian question. 

The first chapter of the study is "The Element and Factors that Contributed to Egypt and the Palestinian National Movement". The relation is viewed from a cultural, public, and historical perspective, as well as from a military and security angle. Cultural and religious concerns played a major role in the Egyptian Official and public support to the Palestinian cause from the very beginning. Religion and culture seem to be the initial motive for the people and governments of Egypt to support the Palestinian cause. 

Geographic proximity and the spread of Islam solidified Palestinian-Egyptian relations throughout the ages. Egypt's leaders had often felt that Egypt is in a way responsible for Palestine and the Holy shrines there; this was more apparent during the Ottoman era. 

This chapter concludes with the fact that security issues between Egypt and Palestine were of equal importance to the aforementioned factors. This is emphasized by the fact that Palestine had always been considered the Eastern Gateway to Egypt, and the most likely area for the passage of foreign invaders.

The second chapter is "The Level of Mutual Consciousness to Egypt and the PNA Relations". This relation is measured along the lines of the mutual understanding of both sides to the nature of the relation as well as to their individual roles in both the regional and international arenas. Therefore, this mutual understanding is the corner stone in the establishment and assignment of roles and their practical applications. This understanding, in one of its several dimensions supports, justifies, and legalizes these applications, in addition to granting acceptance and validity to the mentioned applications. 

The Egyptian understanding and awareness to the Palestinian cause was reconfirmed when the peace treaty was signed between Egypt and Israel. Egypt then realized that the treaty undermined its regional and international weight. On the other hand, later in 1991 upon the convening of the Madrid Conference, Egypt thought of the event as an opportunity to expand its endeavors towards a wider Arab acceptance to peace with Israel. Madrid was also seen as a chance for Egypt to regain its regional leading role by being the Godfather of the Peace Process in the region under the international umbrella, and the USA in particular.

The third chapter is "The Models of the Palestinian-Egyptian Interactions". This chapter deals with specific characteristics of the Palestinian-Egyptian relations, taking into consideration the various circles within which these relations interact. The chapter starts by discussing the Egyptian-Israeli circle; it then widens to include the American, the regional and the international arenas. This circle is then widened by tackling some genres such as the "Big Brother Mode", "Alliance Mode, and Supportive Mode". Palestinian-Egyptian dual relations can be understood through the study of these modes. The chapter tries also to reveal an objective multi-dimensional interaction between the parties, be it threesome or quartet, whereby, the US role would be the focal point of this study. 
And according to what this study has shown, the long since present Egyptian interest for the Palestinian cause is based on its desire to sustain its geographic and international part simultaneously.

The internal popular and external Egyptian basic needs fated the political system, throughout different centuries, to play an active role in the Palestinian cause, and lately to take an interest in its relationship with the Palestinian Authority since its emergence.  

